AT CALVARY

A newsletter for the friends of Calvary Community Church
December 2022

Volume 24, Issue 12

Calvary Community Church is here to give glory to God, to grow in Christlikeness, and to go
with grace beyond our walls as guided by the Spirit.

Christmas Eve
Service
Before your traditions begin, join
us for our Service of Candles and
Carols on Saturday, December
24th at 4:00 PM. This will be a
special time of familiar songs and
soft light, culminating with the
singing of “Silent Night” by
candlelight. We hope you will be
there as we help
each other usher
in the birth of
Jesus.

From the Desk of the
Pastor:
A few weeks ago, I was in a
lawyer’s office transferring ownership
of the church building to another
ministry. A few weeks from now, we
will hold our concluding service of
worship. This, therefore, will be my
final newsletter article. But what does
one write about when one knows it
will be the last correspondence? I
could suggest you join us for worship
on Christmas Eve or on any Sunday
morning up to January 15th. I could
suggest you participate in the special
luncheon we will be hosting on

Celebrating Calvary
We invite you to join us for one final weekend of ministry through Calvary
Community Church, as we will be concluding our portion of God’s salvific story
in Boston on January 14th and 15th, 2023. After 148 years (the last 87 at 286
Ashmont Street) of faithful service to the Lord, we have come to the point
where the Lord has guided us to transfer the task of tending and cultivating the
fertile fields in and around the church building to other faithful laborers. But
before God sends us to other places, we are calling upon you to help us
celebrate God’s blessings toward us throughout the years.
Join us on January 14th at noon as we enjoy a catered
luncheon in Axberg Hall, followed by a program of
reminiscences. We hope you will share your heart-felt and
humorous anecdotes with the family of God. We will also be
producing a digital slide show, and we are looking for any

– continued on page 2

January 14th. But the occasion for this
letter demands that I offer some more
weighty words.
As we enter December, my
thoughts immediately go to
Christmas. I am repeating myself

when I say that I get giddy with
anticipation with each passing day. I
find great delight in it all – the lights,

the trees, the nativity figurines, the
television specials, the carols, the
cookies, and the gifts given and
received. I am routinely rap, t with a
childlike wonder throughout the
month by all these things. However,
my greatest joy is not the trappings of
Christmas I just listed; my greatest
joy come in our being together with
loved one, with the family I am born
into and the family I have chosen.
I am particularly going to cherish
these moments of this last Yuletide
with my church family. When we first
crossed the threshold of 286
Ashmont Street, Jonathan was less
than 3. Over time we welcomed 3
– continued on page 2
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Pastor – continued from page 1

Celebrating – continued from page 1

more children who only knew Christmas through Calvary.
Over twenty-five Christmases and more than one
hundred Sundays of Advent we have participated in
pageants and plays together, sung our favorites, lit the
candles (and let the wax drop onto our fingers and
bulletins), delivered Angel Tree gifts, exchanged tokens
of our affections, and celebrated the ‘reason for the
season’. The trappings of Christmas at Calvary have
profoundly shaped my family. For me personally, I will
cherish the feeling that washes over me as I think of the
sights and sounds in the sanctuary as we sing “Silent
Night” by candlelight on Christmas Eve.

photographs you may be able to share with us.
We hope you can also attend the concluding service of
worship on January 15th at 11 AM. At that time, we will praise
God for all He has done throughout the years and for all He
will do (in Dorchester and beyond) in the years to come. If you
have a favorite hymn or chorus, please let us know and we
will try to include it as part of our worship. This service will be
followed by a time of light refreshments.
Please call (617-825-7832) or email
(calvaryboston@outlook.com) the church offices before
January 7th to reserve your place at the luncheon. If you have
any questions, stories, photos, or requests, feel free to contact
me at any time. We look forward to spending this time
together, rejoicing in the relationships we have built, with God
and with one another, and delighting in His presence one
more time.

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all
the saints….” Colossians 1:3-4 (NIV84)
Calvary Community Church, the saints who have
chosen to identify with her, are a wonderful gift from God
to me and my household. We have been blessed more
than I can describe by the kindnesses this fellowship has
shown us, by your demonstration of Christ’s love for us
through you all. This Christmas, as I sing “Go, Tell It on
the Mountain” and as I read the scriptural record of Mary
and Joseph, I will take time to thank God for you. This
year, as I fill out Christmas cards and wrapped Christmas
packages, I will express my gratitude to God for the gift
of you.
If God does not allow me the opportunity to say this
in person to all who read this, allow me to say it here: I
thank God for you and wish you a Merry Christmas.
May you have the most blessed of Christmases,
Pastor Mike
calvaryboston@outlook.com

Gathering for Prayer and Bible Study

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people (Eph.
6:18).”
Join Pastor Mike and others in the church family
every Wednesday night at 7PM as we pray for the
needs of the church and her neighbors. After this time
of intercession, we take a “second look” at Sunday’s message
and its impact on our lives. Those who would prefer to pray
from home can contact the church office and ask to be
included in the weekly prayer e-mail (which is sent out on
Wednesday afternoons).
If you have a need you would like lifted by God’s people, fill
out a prayer card and place it in the box in the church foyer
any Sunday morning, call the church offices at (617) 825-7832
or e-mail the pastor at calbapt@msn.com – we are here to
help.

Connect with us at:
“Like” Us – facebook.com/calvaryboston
Follow Us – @CalvaryBoston
Visit Us – www.calvary-boston.org
Watch Us – youtube.com/channel/UCLyJfoaS8h0T93oYmGE01TA
Support Us – Visit calvary-boston.org, click “GIVE ONLINE”.
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Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Coming 2 Gather Sunday

We hope that you can remain for a time of conversation (as
well as coffee, juice and light refreshments)
concluding our service of worship on
Sunday, December 11th. We look forward
to this informal interaction with one another
and hope that your plans will include your participation.

Sunday School
We hope that everyone will be a part of our current Sunday
School program. We will all meet in Axberg Hall
every Sunday from 9:30 -10:30 AM for one big
Bible class. At that time, we will discuss God’s
word through the following studies:
December 4 – “God Is an Artist (Ephesians
2:1-10)
December 11 – “The Armor of God” (Ephesians 6:1018)
December 18 – “Good Shepherd” (John 10:1-18)
December 25 – No Sunday School
January 1 – “True Vine” (John 15:1-8)
January 8 – “Bread of Life” (John 6:25-51)

Free Books
As a gift from the publishers, we have received a number of
copies of Praying the Bible by
Donald Whitney, Rediscover
Church: Why the Body of Christ Is
Essential by Collin Hansen and
Jonathan Leeman, and Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of
Christ for Sinners and Sufferers by Dane Ortlund. Please
feel free to take some reading materials from the table in the
foyer.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING
AT 11 AM
PRAISE – PRAYER –
PROCLAMATION
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This Month’s Preaching
Schedule
Our Current Sermon Series:
Christmas Calling
December 4th
2nd Sunday of Advent
“Call Him the Son of David”
(Matthew 1:18-25)
December 11th
3rd Sunday of Advent
“Call Her a Servant”
(Luke 1:26-38)
December 18th
4th Sunday of Advent
Join Worship with VAC
“Call Him Christ the Lord”
(Luke 2:8-20)
December 25th
Christmas Day
“Call Him the One and Only”
(John 1:1-18)

New Sermon Series:
Looking Back
January 1st
New Years' Day
“Sanctuary”
(Psalm 46:1-11)
January 8th
“Let Us…”
(Hebrews 10:19-25)
January 15th
Last Service
“We Remember”
(1 Thessalonians 1:2-10)
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Missionary Focus for the Month of December
International Ministries of Converge

Dear Calvary Community Church,
Thank you so much for helping Converge bring the gospel to the people and places where it is most needed worldwide. My
name is Ivan Veldhuizen, and I have the great privilege of leading Converge International Ministries. Our vision represents
an arduous task but is very simply stated: We are asking God for a gospel movement among every least-reached people
group ― in our generation.
Did you know that one-third of all the world’s population has no access to the gospel? This means that if someone wanted
to hear about Jesus, they would have no way of actually hearing the truth of the gospel. We are bringing the gospel to these
people and places around the world. And you are helping us do that.
Matthew 24:14 states that “this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations
and then the end will come.” This verse reveals the heart of God and his passion for every people group in all the world to
have an opportunity to hear, know and follow Jesus before he returns.
God’s passion elevates the importance of our task ― to bring the good news of Jesus to the forgotten and hard places of
the world.
To protect our missionaries, we call them global workers. I often refer to them as “spiritual marines” because they do the
hard things and go to the hard places.
I’m so proud of our global staff and what they are doing in the name of Jesus. I would love to keep you updated on what’s
happening in Converge International Ministries with a monthly note about the work that God is doing through us. Could I
count on you to receive this and pray for us?
I would also love to hear from you. You are a vital partner in ministry, and I welcome your questions, concerns, comments
and encouragement.
Philippians 1:3-5 states “I thank my God every time I remember and all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” In a very similar way I am so grateful for you being a
part of our mission and our ministry around the world.
We could not do it without you. Thank you immensely.
Better together,

Ivan Veldhuizen
Senior Vice President of International Ministries, Converge
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DECEMBER 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Pray for
Converge

4

Communion Sunday

5

6

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee +
11:00 Worship

11

Gathering Sunday

Service w/VAC

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee +
11:00 Worship

25

Christmas Day

8

Pray for Those
in Hospitals

9

Pray for
Racial Equality

10

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for
Our Neighbors

12

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee +
11:00 Worship

18

7

Saturday

3

Pray for our
Governing Authorities

13

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

14

Pray for
Thangi Chhangte

15

Pray for Those
in Nursing Homes

16

Pray for Those
Serving in the Military

17

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for
Local Businesses

19

Pray for Those Engaged
in the Justice System

20

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

21

Pray for
Rick & Myla Berry

22

Pray for Those
in Senior Housing

23

24

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for Our
Schools and Students

26

Pray for
the Unemployed

27

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

28

11:00 Worship

Pray for
Jane Fischer

29

Pray for Those
Who Are Grieving

Pray for Those
Battling Addictions

30

Christmas Eve

4:00 Christmas Eve
Service
Pray for
Christmas Joy

31

New Year's Eve

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for
First Responders

Pray for
Our Marriages & Families
S
6
13
20
27

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

November 2022
M T W T F
1 2 3 4
7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30

S
5
12
19
26

S
1
8
15
22
29

Pray for
Bill & Kathy Martin
January 2023
M T W T F
2 3 4 5 6
9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 20
23 24 25 26 27
30 31

Pray for Those
Who Do Not Know Jesus

Pray for
The New Year
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Friday

Saturday

JANUARY 2023
Sunday

1

New Year's Day

Monday

2

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee +
11:00 Worship

8

15

Wednesday

3

4

Thursday

5

6

7

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for
Our Neighbors

9

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Coffee +
11:00 Worship

Tuesday

Pray for Those
Who Do Not Know Jesus

10

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

11

Pray for the
Vietnamese Alliance Church

12

Pray for Those
Who Are Grieving

13

14

7:00 Prayer Mtg
Pray for Our
Schools and Students

16

ML King Day

Pray for our
Governing Authorities

17

12:00 Celebration Luncheon

Pray for Someone
Who Attends Calvary

18

Pray for the
Area Churches

Pray for our
Missionaries

19

Pray for
Our Marriages & Families

20

Pray for our
Next Steps

21

11:00 Worship

S
4
11
18
25

December 2022
M T W T F
1 2
5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

S
3
10
17
24
31

S
5
12
19
26

February
M T W
1
6 7 8
13 14 15
20 21 22
27 28

2023
T F
2 3
9 10
16 17
23 24

S
4
11
18
25
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What Is Going on At Calvary?
Sundays
Sunday School @ 9:30am
Coffee + @ 10:30am
Worship @ 11:00am

Wednesdays
Prayer Meeting @ 7:00pm

CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH
286 ASHMONT STREET
DORCHESTER, MA 02124

